key to the situation is Gurau, and nobody else but Gurau. So much so, that I simply can't believe that he doesn't realise it himself. That man is too clever not to know that he has got us. He needs to make only the smallest effort to strangle us. He has his finger on our carotid artery. And perhaps there isn't in the whole of France, just at this moment, any association, representing such big interests, which is as vulnerable as we are. It's no mere matter of chance that this blow is being aimed at us."
" I don't see what conclusion you're asking us to draw,"
" Nor do I.    I'm just feeling my way.    I'm just trying
to get at the facts.   It isn't even a question that comes into
his normal sphere of operations.   He has no direct electoral
interest in it.   Trying to embarrass the government ?   No,
not in a connection like this.   Is he in need of money, and
is he trying to make us pay up ?  Is there somebody behind
him ?  I hope to be in a position to answer these questions
more clearly within the next hour or so."
" What do you mean ? "
" This is strictly between ourselves, eh ? Because I'm sworn to secrecy. I have an appointment at the Prefecture of Police, at ten o'clock sharp."
He drew his chair closer and lowered his voice. <c I'm going to have a look at what information they have in their files there about Gurau.   Thanks to a junior clerk. It's going to cost us a thousand-franc note.    I thought I could commit us to that expense without consulting you." " I could have got that for nothing, through a clerk who isn't a junior."
** All right. I'll pay the thousand francs myself." " Don't be silly."
" Anyway, we may need this clerk of yours who isn't a junior later on. If he is a man who could really give us a helping hand. . . . Twenty-five minutes to ten. I think I'd better be starting. Can I give either of you a lift ? Oh, you've got your own car, Desboulmiers ? Then let's meet at half-past twelve, at my club. I hope I'll have some news worth hearing for you."